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http://www.csaj.org/documents/407.pdf


 



 

 



 

Fed. R. Evid. 901 – Requirement of Authentication or 

Identification 

 

(a)  General provision.  The requirement of authentication or 

identification as a condition precedent to admissibility is 

satisfied by evidence sufficient to support a finding that the 

matter in question is what its proponent claims. 



 

o 

o 

o 

Fed. R. Evid. 401 – Definition of “Relevant Evidence” 

 

     “Relevant evidence” means evidence having any tendency 

to make the existence of any fact that is of consequence to the 

determination of the action more probable or less probable 

than it would be without the evidence. 

 

Fed. R. Evid. 402 – Relevant Evidence General 

        Admissible;  Irrelevant Evidence Inadmissible 

 

     All relevant evidence is admissible, except as otherwise 

provided [by the Constitution, statute, these or other rules].  

Evidence which is not relevant is not admissible. 

 
 

Fed. R. Evid. 602 – Lack of Personal Knowledge 

 

     A witness may not testify to a matter unless evidence is 

introduced sufficient to support a finding that the witness has 

personal knowledge of the matter.  Evidence to prove personal 

knowledge may, but need not, consist of the witness’ own 

testimony. 



 

Fed. R. Evid. 801(c) – Hearsay 

 

     “Hearsay” is a statement, other than one made by the declarant 

while testifying at the trial or hearing, offered in evidence to prove 

the truth of the matter asserted. 

 

Fed. R. Evid. 802 – Hearsay Rule 

 

     Hearsay is not admissible except as provided by these rules or 

by other rules prescribed by the Supreme Court. . . or Act of 

Congress.  

 

 



 



 

     [Excited utterances require that] there must be an occurrence 

or event sufficiently startling to render inoperative the normal 

reflective thought processes of an observer.  Second, the statement 

of the declarant must have been a spontaneous reaction to the 

occurrence or event and not the result of reflective thought. 



 



 



 



 



 



 

https://advance.lexis.com/api/document/collection/cases/id/5JDS-2S61-F04K-P13T-00000-00?context=1000516
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document/collection/cases/id/558B-XCH1-F04K-X28B-00000-00?context=1000516
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document/collection/cases/id/558B-XCH1-F04K-X28B-00000-00?context=1000516
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document/collection/cases/id/4RV3-4B40-TXFX-D2M9-00000-00?context=1000516
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document/collection/cases/id/4RV3-4B40-TXFX-D2M9-00000-00?context=1000516


 



 



 



 

Fed. R. Evid. 803(b)(4) – Statements for Purposes of              

        Medical Diagnosis or Treatment 

 

A statement that: 

(A)  is made for -- and is reasonably pertinent to -- 

medical diagnosis or treatment; and  

(B)  describes medical history; past or present 

symptoms or sensations; their inception; or their general cause. 

 

Fed.R.Evid. 803(b)(6) Records of Regularly Conducted  

       Business 

 

     A memorandum, report, record, or data compilation. . . of 

acts, events, conditions, opinions or diagnoses, made 

[1] at or near the time by, or from information transmitted by, a 

person with knowledge; 

[2] kept in the course of a regularly conducted business activity; 

[3] it is the regular practice of that business activity to make the 

memorandum, report, record, or data compilation; 

[4] all these conditions are shown by the testimony of the 

custodian or another qualified witness, or by a certification that 

complies with [the self-authentication rule pertaining to certified 

domestic business records] or with a statute permitting 

certification; and 

[5] the opponent does not show that the source of information or 

the method or circumstances of preparation indicate a lack of 

trustworthiness. 

 



 

Fed. R. Evid. 803(b)(8) – Public Records and Reports 

 

     Records, reports, statements, or data compilations, in any 

form, of public offices or agencies, setting forth (A) the 

activities of the office or agency, or (B) matters observed 

pursuant to a duty imposed by law, as to which matters there 

was a duty to report. . . .   
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Fed.R.Evid. 702 – Testimony by Experts 

 

     If scientific, technical, or other specialized knowledge 

will assist the trier of fact to understand the evidence or 

to determine a fact in issue, a witness qualified as an 

expert by knowledge, skill, experience, training, or 

education may testify thereto in the form of an opinion or 

otherwise, if (1) the testimony is based upon sufficient 

facts or data, (2) the testimony is the product of reliable 

principles and methods, and (3) the witness has applied 

the principles and methods reliably to the facts of the 

case. 
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NOTE:  Boxed text is for explanatory purposes only – make sure to check these 

definitions/requirements in your state. 



 

LGSW - Licensed Graduate Social Worker – MSW.  Graduate Social Worker (LGSW) 
shall have: obtained a MASTER’S OF SOCIAL WORK DEGREE from a program accredited 
by the Council on Social Work Education. 

LCSW- Licensed Certified Social Worker – MSW/LGSW *plus at least 2 years of SW 
experience under the supervision of a LCSW or LCSW-C. Certified Social Worker 
(LCSW) shall have: obtained at least two years, consisting of not less than 104 weeks, of 
at least 3,000 hours of supervised social work experience; 100 hours of periodic face-to-
face supervision in the practice of social work which is obtained under a *contractual 
agreement form for supervision.  

LCSW-C– Licensed Certified Social Worker–Clinical - MSW/LGSW *plus at least 2 years 
of clinical SW experience under the supervision of a LCSW-C.  Certified Social Worker-
Clinical (LCSW-C) shall have: Obtained at least two years, consisting of not less than 104 
weeks, of at least 3,000 hours of supervised clinical social work experience in direct service 
to clients. Half of the 3,000 hours, 1,500hours, shall consist of face-to-face client contact; 
144 hours of periodic direct face-to-face supervision while obtaining clinical social work 
experience which is obtained under a *contractual agreement form for supervision; 
supervision in the assessment, formulation of a diagnostic impression, and treatment of 
mental disorders and other conditions and the provision of psychotherapy  
documentation of twelve academic credit hours in clinical course work from a social work 
program accredited by the Council on Social Work Education. 

Only LCSW-Cs can make mental health diagnoses.

Peer review is the evaluation of work by one or more people of similar competence to 

the producers of the work (peers).  It constitutes a form of self-regulation by qualified 

members of a profession within the  relevant field.  Peer review methods are 

employed to maintain standards of quality, improve performance, and provide credibility. 

http://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/peer#Etymology_2
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Field_of_study


 



 

     This odd phrasing relates to the legal community’s requirement that 
evidence be offered according to a certain level of confidence, or proof.  Expert 
opinions must be held to a preponderance standard, hence the phrase,“a 
reasonable degree of psychological certainty.”   
     Black's Law Dictionary defines the phrase: “A standard requiring a showing 
that the injury was more likely than not caused by a  particular stimulus, 
based on the general consensus of recognized medical thought.”  The same 
standard applies for psychological thought.  A preponderance of the evidence 
is 51%, or that the conclusion is more likely than not the reason. 



 



 

What is the empirical support the witness has for her opinion in the form of 
reasonably relied upon data, and sound inferences to a reliable conclusion?  The 
witness who utters the phrase acknowledges that she is not speculating and that 
she believes that her opinion satisfies professional standards for claims of 
knowledge.   

An authoritative source is a work known to be reliable because its authority or 
authenticity is widely recognized by experts in the field. 

Reliability is the extent to which an experiment, test, or any measuring procedure 
yields the same  result on repeated trials. Without the agreement of independent 
observers able to replicate research procedures, or the ability to use research tools 
and procedures that yield consistent measurements, researchers would be unable 
to satisfactorily draw conclusions, formulate theories, or make claims about the 
generalization of their research. 



 

NOTE:  In the vast majority of strangulation cases, there are no visible 

signs of injury on the victim.  An Alternative Light Source exam is a 

medical examination, typically performed by a LPN, to determine the 

presence of intradermal bruising.  This exam can help corroborate 

strangulation in domestic violence cases.  

Validity refers to the degree to which a study accurately reflects or assesses 
the specific concept that the researcher is attempting to measure. While 
reliability is concerned with the accuracy of the actual  measuring instrument or 
procedure, validity is concerned with the study's success at measuring what the 
researchers set out to measure.  Researchers should be concerned with both 
external and internal validity.  

External validity refers to the extent to which the results of a study are 
generalizable or transferable.  Internal validity refers to (1) the rigor with which 
the study was conducted (e.g., the study's design, the care taken to conduct 
measurements, and decisions concerning what was and wasn't measured) and 
(2) the extent to which the designers of a study have taken into account 
alternative explanations for any causal relationships they explore.  In studies 
that do not explore causal relationships, only the first of these definitions should 
be considered when assessing internal validity. 

 



 



 



 


