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STATE STATE PROTECTION ORDER NO FEE FOR FILING, ISSUANCE, REGISTRATION  

OR SERVICE OF PROCESS STATUTES 

ALABAMA 

 

Ala. Code § 30-5-5 
 

 

 

Ala. Code §30-5B-5(f) 
 

Ala. Code. § 30-5-5 (g) 

(g) No court costs and fees shall be assessed for the filing and service of a petition for a protection order, for the issuance or registration of 

a protection order, or for the issuance of a witness subpoena under this chapter. Costs and fees may be assessed against the defendant at 
the discretion of the court. 

 

Ala. Code §30-5B-5(f)   

(f) A fee may not be charged for the registration of a foreign protection order. 

ALASKA 
Alaska Stat. § 18.66.150 

 

 

 
Alaska Stat. § 18.66.160 

Alaska Stat. § 18.66.150 (d) 
(d) Filing fees may not be charged in any action seeking only the relief provided in this chapter. 

 

Alaska Stat. §18. 66. 160 (c )  

(c) Fees for service of process may not be charged in a proceeding seeking only the relief provided in this chapter. 

AMERICA SAMOA 

 
Am. Samoa Code Ann. § 47.0206 

 

Am. Samoa Code Ann. § 47.0206 

 

Fees for filing and service of process must not be charged for any proceeding seeking only the relief provided in this chapter. 
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ARIZONA 

 

Ariz. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 13-3602 

Ariz. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 13-3602(D) 

 

D. A fee shall not be charged for filing a petition under this section or for service of process. Each court shall provide, without charge, 

forms for purposes of this section for assisting parties without counsel. The court shall make reasonable efforts to provide the 
appropriate information to both parties on emergency and counseling services that are available in the local area. 

ARKANSAS 

 
Ark. Code Ann. § 9-15-202 

Ark. Code. Ann. § 9-15-202  

 

(a)(1) The court, clerks of the court, and law enforcement agencies shall not require any initial filing fees or service costs. 
(a)(2) A claim or counterclaim for other relief, including without limitation divorce, annulment, separate maintenance, or paternity shall 

not be asserted in an action brought under this subchapter except to the extent permitted in this subchapter. 

(b)(1) Established filing fees may be assessed against the respondent at the full hearing. 

(b)(2) Filing fees under this section shall be collected by the county official, agency, or department designated under § 16-13-709 as 

primarily responsible for the collection of fines assessed in circuit court and shall be remitted on or before the tenth day of each month to 
the office of county treasurer for deposit to the county administration of justice fund. 

(b)(3) The county shall remit on or before the fifteenth day of each month all sums received in excess of the amounts necessary to fund 

the expenses enumerated in § 16-10-307(b) and (c) during the previous month from the uniform filing fees provided for in § 21-6-403, the 

uniform court costs provided for in § 16-10-305, and the fees provided for in this section to the Administration of Justice Funds Section of 
the Office of Administrative Services of the Department of Finance and Administration for deposit into the State Administration of Justice 

Fund. 

(c)(1) The abused in a domestic violence petition for relief for a protection order sought under this subchapter shall not bear the cost 

associated with its filing or the costs associated with the issuance or service of a warrant and witness subpoena. 
(c)(2) This subsection does not prohibit a judge from assessing costs against a petitioner if the allegations of abuse are determined after a 

hearing to be false. 

(d)(1) An additional court cost of twenty-five dollars ($25.00) shall be assessed and remitted to the Administration of Justice Funds 

Section by the court clerk for deposit as special revenues into the Domestic Violence Shelter Fund if a person is a convicted perpetrator of 
domestic abuse or is the respondent on a permanent order of protection entered by a court under the Domestic Abuse Act of 1991, § 9-15-

101 et seq. 

(d)(2) The court clerk shall disburse all court costs collected each month under subdivision (d)(1) of this section to the Administration of 

Justice Funds Section by the fifteenth working day of the following month. 

 

CALIFORNIA 

 
Cal. Fam. Code § 6222 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Cal Fam. Code § 6222 

There is no filing fee for an application, a responsive pleading, or an order to show cause that seeks to obtain, modify, or enforce a 

protective order or other order authorized by this division when the request for the other order is necessary to obtain or give effect to a 

protective order. There is no fee for a subpoena filed in connection with that application, responsive pleading, or order to show cause. 
There is no fee for any filings related to a petition filed pursuant to Part 4 (commencing with 6300) of this division. 

 

Cal Fam. Code § 6404 (b) 

(b) A fee shall not be charged for the registration of a foreign protection order. The court clerk shall provide all Judicial Council forms 
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Cal. Fam. Code § 6404 

 

 

 
 

 

Cal. Gov't Code § 70676 

required by this part to a person in possession of a foreign protection order free of charge 

 

 

Cal Gov’t Code § 70676 
No fee shall be charged to an indigent petitioner for certified copies of any order issued pursuant to any of the following: 

(a) Article 2 (commencing with Section 2045), Article 3 (commencing with Section 2047), or Article 4 (commencing with Section 2049) of 

Chapter 4 of Part 1 of Division 6 of the Family Code. 

(b) Division 10 (commencing with Section 6200) of the Family Code. 
(c) Article 2 (commencing with Section 7710), Article 3 (commencing with Section 7720), or Article 4 (commencing with Section 7730) of 

Chapter 6 of Part 3 of Division 12 of the Family Code. 

COLORADO 

 
Colo. Rev. Stat. § 13-14-109 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Colo. Rev. Stat. § 13-14-110 

Colo. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 13-14-109  

 

(1) The court may assess a filing fee against a petitioner seeking relief under this article; except that the court may not assess a filing fee 
against a petitioner if the court determines the petitioner is seeking the protection order as a victim of domestic abuse, domestic violence 

as defined in section 18-6-800.3 (1), C.R.S., stalking, or sexual assault or abuse. The court shall provide the necessary number of certified 

copies at no cost to petitioners. 

(2) A state or public agency may not assess fees for service of process against a petitioner seeking relief under this article as a victim of 
conduct consistent with the following: Domestic abuse, domestic violence as defined in section 18-6-800.3 (1), C.R.S., stalking, or sexual 

assault or abuse. 

(3) At the permanent protection order hearing, the court may require the respondent to pay the filing fee and service-of-process fees, as 

established by the state agency, political subdivision, or public agency pursuant to a fee schedule, and to reimburse the petitioner for 
costs incurred in bringing the action.incurred in bringing the action. 

 

Colo. Rev. Stat. Ann.§ 13-14-110 (3) 

 
(3) Process. A person entitled to protection under a foreign protection order may, but is not required to, file such order in the district or 

county court by filing with such court a certified copy of such order, which must be entered into the central registry of protection orders 

created in section 18-6-803.7, C.R.S. The certified order must be accompanied by an affidavit in which the protected person affirms to the 

best of his or her knowledge that the order has not been changed or modified since it was issued. There shall be no filing fee charged. It is 

the responsibility of the protected person to notify the court if the protection order is subsequently modified. 

CONNECTICUT 

 
Conn. Gen. Stat. § 46b-15 

Conn. Gen. Stat. § 46b-15(h)(1) 

 

(h)(1) The applicant shall cause notice of the hearing pursuant to subsection (b) of this section and a copy of the application and the 

applicant’s affidavit and of any ex parte order issued pursuant to subsection (b) of this section to be served on the respondent not less 
than three days before the hearing. A proper officer responsible for executing such service shall accept all documents in an electronic 

format, if presented to such officer in such format. The cost of such service, including mileage pursuant to section 52-261, as amended by 

this act, shall be paid for by the Judicial Branch. No officer or person shall be entitled to a fee for service pursuant to this section if timely 

return of service is not received by the court, absent a court order authorizing such fee. For the purposes of this subsection, timely return 
includes, but is not limited to, transmitting by facsimile or other means, a copy of the return of service to the court prior to the hearing 

http://www.lexis.com/research/buttonTFLink?_m=6bd943873f055acf54e86c5e1c7e8af7&_xfercite=%3ccite%20cc%3d%22USA%22%3e%3c%21%5bCDATA%5bCal%20Gov%20Code%20%a7%2070676%5d%5d%3e%3c%2fcite%3e&_butType=4&_butStat=0&_butNum=4&_butInline=1&_butinfo=CA%20FAM%207730&_fmtstr=FULL&docnum=1&_startdoc=1&wchp=dGLzVzt-zSkAl&_md5=af1d7a7416506ef8f1db4bf5a4231e5e
http://www.lexis.com/research/buttonTFLink?_m=6bd943873f055acf54e86c5e1c7e8af7&_xfercite=%3ccite%20cc%3d%22USA%22%3e%3c%21%5bCDATA%5bCal%20Gov%20Code%20%a7%2070676%5d%5d%3e%3c%2fcite%3e&_butType=4&_butStat=0&_butNum=4&_butInline=1&_butinfo=CA%20FAM%207730&_fmtstr=FULL&docnum=1&_startdoc=1&wchp=dGLzVzt-zSkAl&_md5=af1d7a7416506ef8f1db4bf5a4231e5e
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followed by the delivery of the original return to the court within a reasonable time after the hearing.  

 

DELAWARE 

 
Del. Code Ann. tit. 10, § 1049D 

10 Del.C. § 1049D(f) 

 
(f) A fee may not be charged for the registration of a foreign protection order. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
 

D.C. Code § 16-1044 

D.C. Code § 16-1044(f) 
 

 (f) A fee may not be charged for the registration of a foreign protection order, nor may a fee be charged for service of a foreign order in the 

District of Columbia. 

FLORIDA 

 
Fla. Stat. Ann. § 741.30 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Fla. Stat. Ann. § 741.315 

Fla. Stat. § 741.30(2)(a) 

 
(2)(a) Notwithstanding any other law, the assessment of a filing fee for a petition for protection against domestic violence is prohibited. 

However, subject to legislative appropriation, the clerk of the circuit court may, on a quarterly basis, submit to the Office of the State 

Courts Administrator a certified request for reimbursement for petitions for protection against domestic violence issued by the court, at 

the rate of $40 per petition. The request for reimbursement must be submitted in the form and manner prescribed by the Office of the 
State Courts Administrator. From this reimbursement, the clerk shall pay any law enforcement agency serving the injunction the fee 

requested by the law enforcement agency; however, this fee may not exceed $20. 

 

Fla. Stat. § 741.315(3)(b)  
 

(3)(b) The sheriff shall examine the certified copy of the foreign order and register the order in the injunction registry, noting that it is a 

foreign order of protection. If not apparent from the face of the certified copy of the foreign order, the sheriff shall use best efforts to 

ascertain whether the order was served on the respondent. The Florida Department of Law Enforcement shall develop a special notation 
for foreign orders of protection. The sheriff shall assign a case number and give the protected person a receipt showing registration of the 

foreign order in this state. There shall be no fee for registration of a foreign order. 

GEORGIA 

 
Ga. Code Ann. § 15-6-77 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Ga. Code Ann. § 15-10-82 

 

O.C.G.A. § 15-6-77(e)(4)  

 

(e)(4) No fee or cost shall be assessed for any service rendered by the clerk of superior court through entry of judgment in family violence 
cases under Chapter 13 of Title 19 or in connection with the filing, issuance, registration, or service of a protection order or a petition for a 

prosecution order to protect a victim of domestic violence, stalking, or sexual assault. A petitioner seeking a temporary protective order 

or a respondent involved in a temporary protective order hearing under the provisions of Code Section 19-13-3 or 19-13-4 shall be 

provided with a foreign language or sign language interpreter when necessary for the hearing on the petition. The reasonable cost of the 
interpreter shall be paid by the local victim assistance funds as provided by Article 8 of Chapter 21 of this title. The provisions of this 

paragraph shall control over any other conflicting provisions of law. 

 

O.C.G.A. § 15-10-82 
 

For hearing an application for an arrest or search warrant or deposit account fraud citation, the fee charged shall not exceed $20.00, but 

this fee may be waived by the issuing magistrate if he or she finds that because of the financial circumstances of the party applying for the 
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Ga. Code Ann. § 19-13-54 

warrant or citation or for other reasons this fee should not be charged in justice, provided that no fee shall be assessed against the 

alleged victim of a violation of Code Section 16-5-90, 16-5-91, 16-6-1, 16-6-2, 16-6-3, 16-6-4, 16-6-5.1, 16-6-22.1, or 16-6-22.2 or against the 

alleged victim of any domestic violence offense for costs associated with the filing of criminal charges against the stalking offender, 

sexual offender, or domestic violence offender or for the issuance or service of a warrant, protective order, or witness subpoena arising 
from the incident of stalking, sexual assault, or domestic violence. 

O.C.G.A. § 19-13-54(b)  

 

(b) Filing shall be without fee or cost. 

GUAM 

 
19 GCA § 14104 

 

19 GCA § 14104 

 

Fees for filing and service of process must not be charged for any proceeding seeking injunctive relief for protection from family violence. 

HAWAII 

 
Haw. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 607-2.5 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Haw. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 586-23 

HRS § 607-2.5 

Persons subject to domestic abuse, abuse of family or household members, stalking, or sexual assault shall be exempt from paying the 

costs and fees prescribed in this chapter in connection with filing, issuance, registration, or service of a protection order, or a petition for 
a protection order, warrant, or witness subpoena issued for the purpose of preventing violent or threatening acts or harassment against, 

or contact or communication with or physical proximity to, another person. For purposes of this section, the term "protection order" 

means any temporary or final order of protection, a restraining order, or an injunction involving domestic abuse, abuse of family or 

household members, stalking, or sexual assault issued by a civil or criminal court, other than a support or custody order. 
 

 

HRS § 586-23  

A certified copy of a foreign protective order, accompanied by a sworn affidavit that the order remains in effect and has not been vacated 
or modified, may be filed with the court; provided that no filing fee shall be required. Filing of a foreign protective order with the court 

shall not be required for enforcement of the foreign protective order in this State. 

 

 

IDAHO 

 
Idaho Code § 39-6305 

 

 

Idaho Code § 39-6306 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Idaho Code § 39-6305  
 

No filing fee, service fee, hearing fee or bond shall be charged for proceedings seeking only the relief provided under this chapter. 

 

Idaho Code § 39-6306(1)(f) 
 

(1) Upon filing of a petition based upon a sworn affidavit for a protection order, the court shall hold a hearing to determine whether the 

relief sought shall be granted within fourteen (14) days. If either party is represented by counsel at a hearing seeking entry of a protection 

order, the court shall permit a continuance, if requested, of the proceedings so that counsel may be obtained by the other party. If the 
court finds that it is necessary for both parties to be represented by counsel, the court shall enter appropriate orders to ensure that 

counsel is retained. The order entered may require either the petitioner or respondent, or both, to pay for costs of counsel.  Upon a 

showing that there is an immediate and present danger of domestic violence to the petitioner the court may, if requested, order for a 
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Idaho Code § 39-6306a 

period not to exceed one (1) year that: 

 

(f)  The respondent be required to pay service fees, and to reimburse the petitioner for costs incurred in bringing the action, including a 

reasonable attorney's fee; 
 

Idaho Code § 39-6306A(5)(c ) 

 

5(c) A fee may not be charged for the registration of a foreign protection order 

ILLINOIS 

 
750 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 60/202 

 

 

 

750 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 60/222.5 

750 ILCS 60/202(b)    

 

(b) Filing, certification, and service fees. No fee shall be charged by the clerk for filing, amending, vacating, certifying, or photocopying 

petitions or orders; or for issuing alias summons; or for any related filing service. No fee shall be charged by the sheriff for service by the 

sheriff of a petition, rule, motion, or order in an action commenced under this Section. 
 

 750 ILCS 60/222.5(d) 

 

(d) The clerk shall not charge a fee to file a foreign order of protection under this Section. 

INDIANA 

 
Ind. Code Ann. § 34-26-5-16 

Iowa Code Ann. § 34-26-5-16 

 

Fees for: 

   (1) filing; 
   (2) service of process; 

   (3) witnesses; or 

   (4) subpoenas; 

 
may not be charged for a proceeding seeking relief or enforcement as provided in this chapter, including a proceeding concerning a 

foreign protection order as described in section 17 [IC 34-26-5-17] of this chapter. This section may not be construed to prevent the 

collecting of costs from a party against whom an order for protection is sought if the court finds a claim to be meritorious and issues an 

order for protection under this chapter. 

IOWA 

 
Iowa Code § 236.3 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Iowa Code Ann. § 236.3 (3) 
 

(3)(a) The filing fee and court costs for an order for protection and in a contempt action under this chapter shall be waived for the plaintiff.  

(3)(b) The clerk of court, the sheriff of any county in this state, and other law enforcement and corrections officers shall perform their 

duties relating to service of process without charge to the plaintiff. When an order for protection is entered by the court,  the court may 
direct the defendant to pay to the clerk of court the fees for the filing of the petition and reasonable costs of service of process if the court 

determines the defendant has the ability to pay the plaintiff's fees and costs. In lieu of personal service of an order for protection issued 

pursuant to this section, the sheriff of any county in this state, and other law enforcement and corrections officers may serve a defendant 
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Iowa Code § 236.19 
 

with a short-form notification pursuant to section 664A.4A. 

 

Iowa Code Ann. § 236.19(5)  

 
(5) Filing and service costs in connection with foreign protective orders are waived as provided in section 236.3. 

KANSAS 

 
Kan. Stat. Ann. § 60-3104 

 

 

Kan. Stat. Ann. § 60-31b05 

K.S.A. § 60-3104 (d)  

 

(d)  Service of process served under this section shall be by personal service and not by certified mail return receipt requested. No docket 
fee shall be required for proceedings under the protection from abuse act. 

 

Protection from Stalking Act： 

K.S.A. 60-31a06(d) 

 

(d) No service fee shall be required for a motion filed pursuant to this subsection. 

 
K.S.A. § 60-31b05(b) 

 

(b) A fee shall not be charged for the registration of a foreign protection order. 

KENTUCKY 

 
Ky. Rev. Stat. § 403.745 

 

 

 

Ky. Rev. Stat. § 403.720 

KRS § 403.745(2)  
 

(2) Costs, fees, or bond shall not be assessed against or required of a petitioner for any filing, hearing, service, or order authorized by or 

required to implement KRS 403.715 to 403.785. 

 
KRS § 403.720(3) – (6) 

 

(3) “Foreign protective order” means any judgment, decree, or order of protection which is entitled to full faith and credit pursuant to 18 

U.S.C. sec. 2265 that was issued on the basis of domestic violence and abuse; 

(6)  “Order of protection” means an emergency protective order or a domestic violence order and includes a foreign protective order 

LOUISIANA 

 
La. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 9:367 

 

 

 
La. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 46:2136.1 

La. R.S. § 9:367 

 

In any family violence case, all court costs, attorney fees, costs of enforcement and modification proceedings, costs of appeal, evaluation 

fees, and expert witness fees incurred in furtherance of this Part shall be paid by the perpetrator of the family violence, including all costs 
of medical and psychological care for the abused spouse, or for any of the children, necessitated by the family violence. 

 

La. R.S. § 46:2136.1 

 
A. Except as provided in Subsection B of this Section, all court costs, attorney fees, costs of enforcement and modification proceedings, 

costs of appeal, evaluation fees, and expert witness fees incurred in maintaining or defending any proceeding concerning domestic abuse 

assistance in accordance with the provisions of this Part shall be paid by the perpetrator of the domestic violence, including all costs of 
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medical and psychological care for the abused adult, or for any of the children, necessitated by the domestic violence. 

B. If the court determines the petition was frivolous, the court may order the nonprevailing party to pay all court costs and reasonable 

attorney fees of the other party. Failure to appear at a hearing on the petition shall not on its own constitute grounds for assessing court 

costs and fees against the petitioner. 
La. R.S. § 46:2134(F) 

F. A petitioner shall not be required to prepay or be cast with court costs or costs of service or subpoena for the filing of the petition or the 

issuance of a temporary restraining order or protective order pursuant to this Part, and the clerk of court shall immediately file and 

process the petition and temporary restraining order issued pursuant to this Part, regardless of the ability of the petitioner to pay court 
costs. 

 

MAINE 

 
Me. Rev. Stat. tit. 19-A, § 4005 

(repealed effective January 1, 

2023) 
 

 

Me. Rev. Stat. tit. 19-A, § 4009 

(repealed effective January 1, 
2023) 

 

 

 
Me. Rev. Stat. tit. 14, § 8006 

19-A M.R.S§ 4005 (4) (repealed effective January 1, 2023) 

 

4. FEES. A fee may not be charged for forms or for filing a complaint. A plaintiff may apply for leave to proceed in forma pauperis. 
  

19-A M.R.S. § 4009 repealed effective January 1, 2023) 

 

The clerk shall issue, without fee, a copy of an order, agreement, amendment or revocation to the plaintiff, the defendant and to the law 
enforcement agencies most likely to enforce it as determined by the court. 

 

14 M.R.S.A.§ 8006(2)  

 
2. EXCEPTION. A fee may not be charged for the registration, docketing, transcription or other enforcement proceedings of a foreign 

judgment or order that qualifies as a protection order as defined by 18 United States Code, Section 2266 or is the equivalent of a 

protection from abuse order under Title 19-A, Part 4 or a protection from harassment order under Title 5, chapter 337-A. 

MARYLAND 

 
Md. Code Ann., Fam. Law § 4-504 

Md. Fam. Law Code Ann. § 4-504(c) 

 

(c) Fees. --  The petitioner may not be required to pay a filing fee or costs for the issuance or service of: 

(1)  an interim protective order; 
(2)  a temporary protective order; 

(3)  a final protective order; or 

(4) a witness subpoena. 

MASSACHUSSETTS 

 
Mass. Ann. Laws ch. 209A, § 3 

Mass. Gen. Laws Ann. ch. 209A, § 3 
A person suffering from abuse from an adult or minor family or household member may file a complaint in the court requesting 

protection from such abuse, including, but not limited to, the following orders: 

*** 

(f) ordering the defendant to pay the person abused monetary compensation for the losses suffered as a direct result of such abuse. 
Compensatory losses shall include, but not be limited to, loss of earnings or support, costs for restoring utilities, out–of–pocket losses for 

injuries sustained, replacement costs for locks or personal property removed or destroyed, medical and moving expenses and reasonable 
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attorney’s fees; 

 

No filing fee shall be charged for the filing of the complaint. Neither the plaintiff nor the plaintiff's attorney shall be charged for certified 

copies of any orders entered by the court, or any copies of the file reasonably required for future court action or as a result of the loss or 
destruction of plaintiff's copies. 

MICHIGAN 

 
Mich. Comp. Laws Serv.  

§ 600.2529 

Mich. Comp. Laws. Serv. § 600.2529  

 

(1) In the circuit court, the following fees shall be paid to the clerk of the court: 
(a) Before filing a civil action, including an action for superintending control or another extraordinary writ, the party filing the action shall 

pay a fee of $150.00. This subdivision does not apply to an action brought exclusively under section 2950, 2950a, or 2950h to 2950m or an 

action for a writ of habeas corpus. The clerk at the end of each month shall transmit for each fee collected under this subdivision within 

the month $31.00 to the county treasurer and the balance of the filing fee to the state treasurer for deposit in the civil filing fee fund 

created in section 171. 
*** 

(e) Except as otherwise provided in this section, on filing a motion, the moving party shall pay a fee of $20.00. In conjunction with an 

action brought under section 2950 or 2950a, a motion fee shall not be collected for a motion to dismiss the petition, a motion to modify, 

rescind, or terminate a personal protection order, or a motion to show cause for a violation of a personal protection order. A motion fee 
shall not be collected for a motion to dismiss a proceeding to enforce a foreign protection order or a motion to show cause for a violation 

of a foreign protection order under sections 2950h to 2950m. A motion fee shall not be collected for a request for a hearing to contest 

income withholding under section 7 of the support and parenting time enforcement act, 1982 PA 295, MCL 552.607. For each fee collected 

under this subdivision, the clerk shall transmit $10.00 to the state treasurer for deposit in the state court fund created by section 151a. 
 

Mich. Comp. Laws Ann. § 600.2950b 

(4) The court shall provide a form prepared under this section without charge. Upon request, the court may provide assistance, but not 

legal assistance, to an individual in completing a form prepared under this section and the personal protection order form if the court 
issues such an order, and may instruct the individual regarding the requirements for proper service of the order. 

  

MCR 3.707 

(D) Fees. There are no motion fees for modifying, terminating, or extending a personal protection order. 

MINNESOTA 

 
Minn. Stat. Ann. § 518B.01 

Minn. Stat. Ann. § 518B.01(3a)  
 

Subd. 3a. Filing Fee. The filing fees for an order for protection under this section are waived for the petitioner. The court administrator, 

the sheriff of any county in this state, and other law enforcement and corrections officers shall perform their duties relating to service of 

process without charge to the petitioner. The court shall direct payment of the reasonable costs of service of process if served by a private 
process server when the sheriff or other law enforcement or corrections officer is unavailable or if service is made by publication, without 

requiring the petitioner to make application under section 563.01.  

MISSISSIPPI 

 
Miss. Code Ann. § 93-21-7 

Miss. Code Ann. § 93-21-7(3) 

 
(3) The petitioner in any action brought pursuant to this chapter shall not bear the costs associated with its filing or the costs associated 
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STATE STATE PROTECTION ORDER NO FEE FOR FILING, ISSUANCE, REGISTRATION  
OR SERVICE OF PROCESS STATUTES 

with the issuance or service of any notice of a hearing to the respondent, issuance or service of an order of protection on the respondent, 

or issuance or service of a warrant or witness subpoena. If the court finds that the petitioner is entitled to an order protecting the 

petitioner from abuse, the court shall be authorized to assess all costs including attorney's fees of the proceedings to the respondent. The 

court may assess costs including attorney's fees to the petitioner only if the allegations of abuse are determined to be without merit and 
the court finds that the petitioner is not a victim of abuse as defined by Section 93-21-3. 

MISSOURI 

 
Mo. Rev. Stat. § 455.027 

 

 

Mo. Rev. Stat. § 455.067 
 

 

 

 
 

Mo. Rev. Stat. § 488.610 

Mo. Rev. Stat. § 455.027  

 

No filing fees, court costs, or bond shall be assessed to the petitioner in an action commenced pursuant to sections 455.010 to 455.090. 
 

 

Mo. Rev. Stat. § 455.067(3)  

 

(3)  Filing of the foreign order of protection shall be without fee or cost. 
 

 

 

Mo. Rev. Stat. § 488.610.  
 

Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, no victim of the crime of domestic assault, as defined in sections 565.072 to 565.074, no 

victim of the crime of stalking, as defined in section 565.225, and no victim, as defined in section 595.010, shall be required to pay the 

costs associated with the filing of criminal charges against the offender, or the costs associated with the filing, issuance, registration or 
service of a warrant, protection order, petition for protection order or witness subpoena. 

 
MONTANA 

 
Mont. Code Ann. 

§ 40-15-204 
 

Mont. Code Ann. §40-15-204(8) 
 

(8) There is no cost to file a petition for an order of protection or for service of an order of protection whether served inside or outside the 

jurisdiction of the court issuing the order. 

NEBRASKA 

 
Neb. Rev. Stat. Ann 

§ 28-311.09 

 
 

 

 

R.R.S. Neb. § 28-311.09(5) 

  

(a) Fees to cover costs associated with the filing of a petition for a harassment protection order or the issuance or service of a harassment 
protection order seeking only the relief provided by this section shall not be charged, except that a court may assess such fees and costs if 

the court finds, by clear and convincing evidence, that the statements contained in the petition were false and that the harassment 

protection order was sought in bad faith. 

(b) A court may also assess costs associated with the filing of a petition for a harassment protection order or the issuance or service of a 
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Neb. Rev. Stat. Ann 
§ 42-924.01 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
Neb. Rev. Stat. Ann 

§ 42-936 
 

harassment protection order seeking only the relief provided by this section against the respondent. 

 
R.R.S. Neb § 42-924.01 

 

Fees to cover costs associated with the filing of a petition for a protection order or the issuance or service of a protection order seeking 

only the relief provided by the Protection from Domestic Abuse Act shall not be charged, except that a court may assess such fees and 
costs if the court finds, by clear and convincing evidence, that the statements contained in the petition were false and that the protection 

order was sought in bad faith. 

 

At the final hearing, a court may assess costs associated with the filing of a petition for a protection order or the issuance or service of a 
protection order seeking only the relief provided by the Protection from Domestic Abuse Act against the respondent. 

 

R.R.S. Neb. § 42-936 (f)  

 
(f) A fee shall not be charged for the registration of a foreign protection order. 

NEVADA 

 
Nev. Rev. Stat. § 33.030 

 

 
 

Nev. Rev. Stat. Ann. 

§ 33.050 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Nev. Rev. Stat. § 33.030 (2)(c)(4) 

 

(2) The court by an extended order may grant any relief enumerated in subsection 1 and: 

(c) Order the adverse party to:  
(4) Pay all costs and fee incurred by the applicant in bringing the action; and 

 

Nev. Rev. Stat. § 33.050 

 
1. The payment of all costs and official fees must be deferred for any applicant for a temporary or extended order. After any hearing and no 

later than final disposition of the application or order, the court shall assess the costs and fees against the adverse party, except that the 

court may reduce them or waive them, as justice may require. 

 
2. The clerk of the court shall provide each party, free of cost, with information about the: 

(a) Availability of temporary and extended orders; 

(b) Procedure for filing an application for an order; and 

(c) Right to proceed without legal counsel. 

 
3. The clerk of the court or other person designated by the court shall assist any party in completing and filing the application, affidavit and 

any other paper or pleading necessary to initiate or respond to an application for a temporary or extended order. This assistance does not 

constitute the practice of law, but the clerk shall not render any advice or service that requires the professional judgment of an attorney. 

 
4. The clerk of the court shall not charge an applicant for a temporary or extended order for providing the applicant with a certified copy of 
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Nev. Rev. Stat. Ann. 
§ 33.090 

the temporary or extended order. 

 
Nev. Rev. Stat. § 33.090 (3), (4) 

 

3.  The clerk of the court shall not:  

(a)  Charge a fee for registering an order or for providing a certified copy of an order pursuant to this section. 
(b)  Notify the party against whom the order has been made that an order for protection against domestic violence  

issued by the court of another state, territory or Indian tribe has been registered in this state. 

4. A person who registers an order pursuant to this section must not be charged to have the order served in this State. 

 
 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 

 
N.H. Rev. Stat. Ann.  

§ 173-B:3 

 

 
 

N.H. Rev. Stat. Ann. 

§ 173-B:13 

N.H. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 173-B:3 (III) 

 

III. No filing fee or fee for service of process shall be charged for a petition or response under this section, and the plaintiff or defendant 
may proceed without legal counsel. Either a peace officer or the sheriff's department shall serve process under this section. Any 

proceeding under this chapter shall not preclude any other available civil or criminal remedy. 

 

N.H. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 173-B:13 (IV) 

 
IV.  A person entitled to protection under a foreign protective order, as defined in paragraph II, may file such order in any circuit court by 

filing with the court a certified copy of the order. Such person shall swear under oath in an affidavit to the best of such person's knowledge 

that the order is presently in effect as written. Such filing shall be without fee or cost. The clerk of the circuit court shall forward such order 

to the administrative office of the courts which shall enter such order in the state database. Such filing shall not be a precondition to arrest 
or enforcement of a foreign order. 

NEW JERSEY 

 
N.J. Stat. § 2C:25-29 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

N.J. Stat. § 2C:14-14 
 

N.J. Stat. Ann. § 2C:25-29(b)(4) 

 

(b)(4) An order requiring the defendant to pay to the victim monetary compensation for losses suffered as a direct result of the act of 
domestic violence. The order may require the defendant to pay the victim directly, to reimburse the Victims of Crime Compensation Office 

for any and all compensation paid by the Victims of Crime Compensation Office directly to or on behalf of the victim, and may require that 

the defendant reimburse any parties that may have compensated the victim, as the court may determine. Compensatory losses shall 

include, but not be limited to, loss of earnings or other support, including child or spousal support, out-of-pocket losses for injuries 

sustained, cost of repair or replacement of real or personal property damaged or destroyed or taken by the defendant, cost of counseling 
for the victim, moving or other travel expenses, reasonable attorney's fees, court costs, and compensation for pain and suffering. Where 

appropriate, punitive damages may be awarded in addition to compensatory damages. 

 

N.J. Stat. Ann. § 2C:14-14(f) 
 

(f) No fees or other costs shall be assessed against an applicant for seeking a protective order pursuant to P.L.2015, c. 147 
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NEW MEXICO 

 
N.M. Stat. Ann. 

§ 30-1-15 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
N.M. Stat. Ann.  

§ 40-13-3.1 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

N.M. Stat. Ann.  

§ 40-13-6 

N.M. Stat. Ann. § 30-1-15 

 
A. An alleged victim of an offense specified in Subsection B of this section is not required to bear the cost of: 

(1) the prosecution of a misdemeanor or felony domestic violence offense, including costs associated with filing a criminal charge against 

an alleged perpetrator of the offense; 

(2) the filing, issuance or service of a warrant; 
(3) the filing, issuance or service of a witness subpoena; or 

(4) the filing, issuance, registration or service of a protection order. 

 

B. The provisions of Subsection A of this section apply to: 
(1) alleged victims of domestic abuse as defined in Section 40-13-2 NMSA 1978; 

(2) sexual offenses described in Sections 30-9-11 through 30-9-14 and 30-9-14.3 NMSA 1978; 

(3) crimes against household members described in Sections 30-3-12 through 30-3-16 NMSA 1978; 

(4) harassment, stalking and aggravated stalking described in Sections 30-3A-2 through 30-3A-3.1 NMSA 1978; and 
(5) the violation of an order of protection that is issued pursuant to the Family Violence Protection Act [40-13-1 NMSA 1978] or entitled to 

full faith and credit. 

 

N.M. Stat. Ann. § 40-13-3.1 

 
A. An alleged victim of domestic abuse shall not be required to bear the cost of: 

(1) the prosecution of a misdemeanor or felony offense arising out of an incident of domestic abuse, including costs associated with filing a 

criminal charge against the alleged perpetrator of the abuse; 

(2) the filing, issuance or service of a warrant; 
(3) the filing, issuance or service of a witness subpoena; 

(4) the filing, issuance or service of a petition for an order of protection; 

(5) the filing, issuance or service of an order of protection; or 

(6) obtaining law enforcement reports or photographs or copies of photographs relating to the alleged abuse or pattern of abuse. 
 

B. No witness fee shall be charged where prohibited by federal law. 

 

N.M. Stat. Ann. § 40-13-6 

 
A. … The order shall be filed and served without cost to the protected party.  

 

NEW YORK 

 
N.Y. Fam. Law § 153-b 

 
 

 

 

N.Y. Fam. Law § 153-b(b) 

 
Whenever a petitioner requests an order of protection or temporary order of protection or files for an extension of such order or a petition 

or motion for modification or a violation of such an order under any article of this act: 

(b) a peace officer, acting pursuant to his or her special duties, or a police officer shall, upon receipt, serve or provide for the service of the 

summons and the petition together with any associated papers and, if one has been issued, the temporary order of protection, or order of 
protection issued upon a default and shall not charge a fee for such service, including, but not limited to, fees as provided under section 
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NY Fam. Law § 842 

 
 

 

 

 
N.Y. Dom. Rel. Law § 240 

eight thousand eleven of the civil practice law and rules; 

 
N.Y. Fam. Law § 842(f) 

 

Any order of protection issued pursuant to this section may require the petitioner or the respondent: 

*** 
(f) to pay the reasonable counsel fees and disbursements involved in obtaining or enforcing the order of the person who is protected by 

such order if such order is issued or enforced; 

 

N.Y. Dom. Rel. Law § 240 
 

3-a. [As amended, L 2010, ch. 446] Service of order of protection.  

(d) Any peace or police officer or designated person performing service under this subdivision shall not charge a fee for such service, 

including, but not limited to, fees as provided under section eight thousand eleven of the civil practice law and rules. 
 

3-c (b) Notwithstanding the provisions of article fifty-four of the civil practice law and rules, an order of protection or temporary order of 

protection issued by a court of competent jurisdiction in another state, territorial or tribal jurisdiction, accompanied by a sworn affidavit 

that upon information and belief such order is in effect as written and has not been vacated or modified, may be filed without fee with the 

clerk of the court, who shall transmit information regarding such order to the statewide registry of orders of protection and warrants 
established pursuant to section two hundred twenty-one-a of the executive law; provided, however, that such filing and registry entry shall 

not be required for enforcement of the order. 

 

NORTH CAROLINA 

 
N.C. Gen. Stat. § 50B-2 

N.C. Gen. Stat. Ann. § 50B-2 (a) 
 

 (a) … In compliance with the federal Violence Against Women Act, no court costs or attorneys' fees shall be assessed for the filing, 

issuance, registration, or service of a protective order or petition for a protective order or witness subpoena, except as provided in G.S. 1A-

1, Rule 11. 
 

N.C. Gen. Stat. Ann. § 50C-2(b) 

 

(b) No court costs or attorneys’ fees shall be assessed for the filing or service of the complaint, or the service of any orders, except as provided 

in G.S. 1A-1, Rule 11. 
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NORTH DAKOTA 

 
N.D. Cent. Code  

§ 14-07.1-03 
 

 

N.D. Cent. Code  

§ 14-07.4-04 
 

 

N.D. Cent. Code  

§ 14-07.5-04 
 

N.D. Cent. Code § 14-07.1-03 (6)  

 
6. Fees for filing and service of process may not be assessed to the petitioner for any proceeding seeking relief under chapter 14-07.1. 

 

N.D. Cent. Code § 14-07.4-04(6) 

  
6.  A fee may not be charged for the registration of a foreign protection order or the correction or removal of a foreign protection order. 

 

N.D. Cent. Code § 14-07.5-04(6) 

 
6. A fee may not be charged for the registration of a Canadian domestic violence protection order or the correction or removal of a 

protection order.  

 

NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS 

 
N. Mar. Is. Title 8 § 1922 

 

Court costs and fees shall be in accordance and pursuant to 7 CMC § 3201 and 1 CMC § 3403. 

 

N. Mar. Is. Title 7 § 3201 

 
Judicial fees, including jury fees, juror fees, mileage fees, execution or service fees, travel or subsistence fees for witnesses, court filing 

fees, appeal fees, copying and transcript fees, and land transfer fees shall be prescribed in the rules on judicial fees adopted by the 

Commonwealth judiciary pursuant to 1 CMC § 3402. 

 
N. Mar. Is. Title 1 § 3403 

Rule-Making Authority. 

(a) The Chief Justice may propose rules governing appeals from the Superior Court, judicial ethics, admission to practice before the 

Commonwealth judiciary and governance of the members of the bar of the Commonwealth, fees, and other proper matters of judicial 
administration of the Commonwealth courts. 

(b) The Presiding Judge may propose rules governing civil and criminal procedures and other proper matters of judicial administration of 

the Superior Court. The Presiding Judge may also propose rules regarding fees to be charged, including jury trial fees, juror service fees, 

fees for service of process, witness fees and subsistence and travel expenses for witnesses, filing fees, and other similar fees. 

(c) All proposed rules shall be submitted promptly by the Chief Justice to the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives, and shall become effective 60 days following submission unless disapproved by a majority of the members of either 

house of the legislature. However, nothing in this section shall limit the authority of the legislature to enact laws regarding the subjects 

referred to in this section, and any rule may be annulled or amended by a duly enacted law. 

(d) To the extent not expressly contrary to the provisions of this division, the existing rules of the Commonwealth Trial Court shall remain 
in effect until modified or repealed in accordance with this section. 

OHIO 

 
Ohio Rev. Code Ann.  

§ 2919.26 

O.R.C. Ann. § 2919.26(J) 

 

(J)(1) Subject to division (J)(2) of this section and regardless of whether a protection order is issued or a consent agreement is approved by 
a court of another county or a court of another state, no court or unit of state or local government shall charge the movant any fee, cost, 
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Ohio Rev. Code Ann. 

§ 3113.31 

deposit, or money in connection with the filing of a motion pursuant to this section, in connection with the filing, issuance, registration, 

modification, enforcement, dismissal, withdrawal, or service of a protection order, consent agreement, or witness subpoena or for 
obtaining a certified copy of a protection order or consent agreement. 

(2) Regardless of whether a protection order is issued or a consent agreement is approved pursuant to this section, if the defendant is 

convicted the court may assess costs against the defendant in connection with the filing, issuance, registration, modification, 

enforcement, dismissal, withdrawal, or service of a protection order, consent agreement, or witness subpoena or for obtaining a certified 
copy of a protection order or consent agreement. 

 

O.R.C. Ann. § 2903.214 (J) 

 
(J)(1) Subject to division (J)(2) of this section and regardless of whether a protection order is issued or a consent agreement is approved by 

a court of another county or a court of another state, no court or unit of state or local government shall charge the movant any fee, cost, 

deposit, or money in connection with the filing of a motion pursuant to this section, in connection with the filing, issuance, registration, 

modification, enforcement, dismissal, withdrawal, or service of a protection order, consent agreement, or witness subpoena or for 
obtaining a certified copy of a protection order or consent agreement. 

(2) Regardless of whether a protection order is issued or a consent agreement is approved pursuant to this section, if the defendant is 

convicted the court may assess costs against the defendant in connection with the filing, issuance, registration, modification, 

enforcement, dismissal, withdrawal, or service of a protection order, consent agreement, or witness subpoena or for obtaining a certified 

copy of a protection order or consent agreement. 
 

O.R.C. Ann. § 3113.31 (J) 

  

(J)(1)  Subject to divisions (E)(8)(e) and (J)(2) of this section and regardless of whether a protection order is issued or a consent agreement 
is approved by a court of another county or a court of another state, no court or unit of state or local government shall charge the 

petitioner any fee, cost, deposit, or money in connection with the filing of a petition pursuant to this section or in connection with the 

filing, issuance, registration, modification, enforcement, dismissal, withdrawal, or service of a protection order, consent agreement, or 

witness subpoena or for obtaining a certified copy of a protection order or consent agreement. 
(2)  Regardless of whether a protection order is issued or a consent agreement is approved pursuant to this section, the court may assess 

costs against the respondent in connection with the filing, issuance, registration, modification, enforcement, dismissal, withdrawal, or 

service of a protection order, consent agreement, or witness subpoena or for obtaining a certified copy of a protection order or consent 

agreement. 

 

OKLAHOMA 

 
22 Okl. St. § 60.2 

 

 

 
 

 

 

22 Okl. St. § 60.2 (C) 

 

(C)(1) Except as otherwise provided by this section, no filing fee, service of process fee, attorney fees or any other fee or costs shall be 

charged the plaintiff or victim at any time for filing a petition for a protective order whether a protective order is granted or not granted. 
The court may assess court costs, service of process fees, attorney fees, other fees and filing fees against the defendant at the hearing on 

the petition, if a protective order is granted against the defendant; provided, the court shall have authority to waive the costs and fees if 

the court finds that the party does not have the ability to pay the costs and fees. 

2. If the court makes specific findings that a petition for a protective order has been filed frivolously and no victim exists, the court may 
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22 Okl. St. § 60.4 

assess attorney fees and court costs against the plaintiff. 

 
22 Okl. St. § 60.4(A) 

 

(A)(1) … Any fee for service of a petition for protective order, notice of hearing, and emergency ex parte order shall only be charged 

pursuant to subsection C of Section 60.2 of this title and, if charged, shall be the same as the sheriff’s service fee plus m ileage expenses.  
 

OREGON 

 
Or. Rev. Stat. Ann. 

§ 107.718 

 
Or. Rev. Stat. Ann. 

§ 30.866 

ORS § 107.718(8) 

 

(8) If the court orders relief: 
(c) No filing fee, service fee or hearing fee shall be charged for proceedings seeking only the relief provided under ORS 107.700 to 107.735. 

 

ORS § 30.866(9) 

 
(9) No filing fee, service fee or hearing fee may be charged for a proceeding under this section. 

 

PENNSYLVANIA 

 
23 Pa. Cons. Stat. Ann. 

§ 6104 

 
 

 

23 Pa. Cons. Stat. Ann. 

§ 6106 

23 Pa.C.S. § 6104(d)(1) 

 

(d) Filing a foreign protection order. -- A plaintiff may file a certified copy of a foreign protection order with the prothonotary in any county 
within this Commonwealth where the plaintiff believes enforcement may be necessary. The following provisions shall apply: 

(1)  No costs or fees associated with filing a foreign protection order shall be assigned to the plaintiff, including the cost of obtaining 

certified copies of the order. Costs and fees associated with filing a foreign protection order may be assessed against the defendant. 

 
23 Pa.C.S. § 6106(b) – (g.1) 

   

(b) Plaintiff fees not permitted. — No plaintiff seeking relief under this chapter shall be charged any fees or costs associated with the filing, 

issuance, registration or service of a petition, motion, complaint, order or any other filing. Prohibited fees or costs shall include, but are not 
limited to, those associated with modifying, withdrawing, dismissing or certifying copies of a petition, motion, complaint, order or any 

other filing, as well as any judicial surcharge or computer system fee. No plaintiff seeking relief under this chapter shall be charged any fees 

or costs associated with filing a motion for reconsideration or an appeal from any order or action taken pursuant to this chapter. Nothing 

in this subsection is intended to expand or diminish the court’s authority to enter an order pursuant to Pa.R.C.P. No. 1023.1 (relating to 

Scope. Signing of Documents. Representations to the Court. Violation). 
(c) Assessment of fees and costs against the defendant. — When an order is granted pursuant to this chapter, fees and costs shall be 

assessed against the defendant. The court shall waive fees and costs upon a showing of good cause or when the court makes a finding that 

the defendant is not able to pay the costs. Nothing in this subsection is intended to expand or diminish the court’s authority to enter an 

order pursuant to Pa.R.C.P. No. 1023.1. 
(d) Surcharge on order. — When a protection order is granted under section 6107(a), other than pursuant to an agreement of the parties, a 

surcharge of $100 shall be assessed against the defendant. All moneys received from surcharges shall be distributed in the following order 

of priority: 

(1) $ 25 shall be forwarded to the Commonwealth and shall be appropriated to the Pennsylvania State Police to establish and maintain the 
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Statewide registry of protection orders provided for in section 6105. 

(2) $ 50 shall be retained by the county and shall be used to carry out the provisions of this chapter as follows: 
(i) $ 25 shall be used by the sheriff. 

(ii) $ 25 shall be used by the court. 

(3) $ 25 shall be forwarded to the Department of Public Welfare for use for victims of domestic violence in accordance with the provisions 

of section 2333 of the act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.177, No.175), known as The Administrative Code of 1929. 
(d.1) Limitation. — The surcharge allocated under subsection (d)(1) and (3) shall be used to supplement and not to supplant any other 

source of funds received for the purpose of carrying out the provisions of this chapter. 

(e) Court to adopt means of service. — The court shall adopt a means of prompt and effective service in those instances where the plaintiff 

avers that service cannot be safely effected by an adult individual other than a law enforcement officer or where the court so orders. 
(f) Service by sheriff. — If the court so orders, the sheriff or other designated agency or individual shall serve the petition and order. 

(g) Service of petition and orders. — The petition and orders shall be served upon the defendant, and orders shall be served upon the 

police departments and sheriff with appropriate jurisdiction to enforce the orders. Orders shall be promptly served on the police and 

sheriff. Failure to serve shall not stay the effect of a valid order. 
(g.1) Service of original process of a foreign protection order. — No plaintiff or petitioner shall be charged any costs or fees associated with 

the service of original process of a foreign protection order. Costs or fees associated with the service of original process of a foreign 

protection order may be assessed against the defendant. 

 

PUERTO RICO 

 
33 L.P.R.A. § 4015 

33 L.P.R.A. § 4015 (b)(3) 
 

(b)(3) Direct the respondent party to pay pecuniary compensation for damages caused by conduct that constitutes stalking. Said 

compensation may include, but shall not be limited to compensation for moving expenses, expenses for repair of the property, legal 

expenses, medical and psychiatric expenses, psychological and counseling expenses, guidance, lodging, and other similar expenses, 
without prejudice to other civil procedures to which the petitioner would be entitled. 

 

RHODE ISLAND 

 
R.I. Gen. Laws 

§ 15-15-2 

 
R.I. Gen. Laws  

§ 15-15-4.1  

 

R.I. Gen. Laws § 15-15-2(c) 

 
(c) A party filing a complaint under this chapter may do so without payment of any filing fee, but shall be required to disclose any prior or 

pending actions for divorce or separation. 

 

R.I. Gen. Laws § 15-15-4.1 (a)  

 
(a) The complaint and any order issued under this chapter shall be personally served upon the defendant by a member of the division of 

sheriffs except as provided in subsections (c), (d), and (f) of this section. Service shall be made without payment of any fee when service is 

made by a deputy sheriff. At the election of the plaintiff, service, pursuant to the subsection, may also be made by a certified constable 

authorized to serve process pursuant to § 9-5-10.1. The constable shall be entitled to receive the fee allowed by law for the service of a 
family court summons. Where the defendant is a minor, the complaint and any order issued under this chapter shall also be personally 



 
National Center on Protection Orders and Full Faith & Credit   21 

 

served upon a parent or guardian of the minor.  

 
R.I. Gen. Laws § 11-37.2-1 (a) 

 

(a) … A party filing a complaint under this chapter may do so without payment of any filing fee. 

 
R.I. Gen. Laws § 8-8.1-2 (a) 

 

(a) … A party filing a complaint under this chapter may do so without payment of any filing fee. 

 

SOUTH CAROLINA 

 
S.C. Code Ann.  

§ 20-4-40  

 
S.C. Code Ann. 

§ 20-4-65 

 

 
S.C. Code Ann. 

§ 20-4-80 

 

 
S.C. Code Ann. 

§ 20-4-350 
 
 

S.C. Code Ann. §  

16-3-1750 
 

S.C. Code Ann. § 20-4-40(f) 

 

(f) The clerk of court may not charge a fee for filing a petition for an order for protection from domestic abuse. 

 
S.C. Code Ann. § 20-4-65 

 

A person seeking an order of protection from domestic abuse pursuant to the provisions of this chapter is not required to pay the filing fee 

as provided in Section 8-21-310(11)(a). 

S.C. Code Ann. § 20-4-80 
 

A certified copy of an order of protection must be mailed to or served upon the petitioner, the respondent, and local law enforcement 

agencies having jurisdiction in the area where the petitioner resides. No charge may be made to the petitioner for such action. 

 
S.C. Code Ann. § 20-4-350 

 

(F) A fee may not be charged for the registration of a foreign protection order. 

 
S.C. Code Ann. § 16-3-1750 

 

(D) … The court must not charge a fee for filing a complaint and motion for a restraining order against a person engaged in harassment or 

stalking. However, the court shall assess a filing fee against the nonprevailing party in an action for a restraining order. The court may hold 

a person in contempt of court for failure to pay this filing fee. 
 

SOUTH DAKOTA 

 
S.D. Codified Laws 

§ 25-10-12.2 

S.D. Codified Laws § 25-10-12.2 

 

Any person entitled to protection under a foreign domestic violence protection order may file the foreign order in the office of any clerk of 
a circuit court in this state. The person filing the foreign order shall also file with the clerk of a circuit court an affidavit certifying the 

validity and status of the order and attesting to the person's belief that the order has not been amended, rescinded, or superseded by any 

orders from a court of competent jurisdiction. If a foreign order is filed under this section, the clerk of a circuit court shall enter the order in 

the law enforcement protection order database. Filing of a foreign order under this section is not a prerequisite to the order's enforcement 
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in this state. No fee may be assessed for filing the foreign order. 

 

TENNESSEE 

 
Tenn. Code Ann. 

§ 36-3-617 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Tenn. Code Ann.  

§ 36-3-622 

Tenn. Code Ann. § 36-3-617 

 

(a) 

(1) Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, no domestic abuse victim, stalking victim, sexual assault victim, or victim of a felony 
offense under title 39, chapter 13, part 1, 2, 3, or 5 shall be required to bear the costs, including any court costs, filing fees, litigation taxes 

or any other costs associated with the filing, issuance, registration, service, dismissal or nonsuit, appeal or enforcement of an ex parte 

order of protection, order of protection, or a petition for either such order, whether issued inside or outside the state. If the court, after the 

hearing on the petition, issues or extends an order of protection, all court costs, filing fees, litigation taxes and attorney fees shall be 
assessed against the respondent. 

(2) If the court does not issue or extend an order of protection, the court may assess all court costs, filing fees, litigation taxes and attorney 

fees against the petitioner if the court makes the following finding by clear and convincing evidence: 

(A) The petitioner is not a domestic abuse victim, stalking victim, sexual assault victim, or victim of a felony offense under title 39, chapter 
13, part 1, 2, 3, or 5 and that such determination is not based on the fact that the petitioner requested that the petition be dismissed, failed 

to attend the hearing or incorrectly filled out the petition; and 

(B) The petitioner knew that the allegation of domestic abuse, stalking, sexual assault, or felony offense under title 39, chapter 13, part 1, 2, 

3, or 5 was false at the time the petition was filed. 

 
Tenn. Code Ann. § 36-3-622(c)  

 

(c) A petitioner may present a certified copy of a foreign order of protection to a court having jurisdiction of orders of protection in the 

county in which the petitioner believes enforcement may be necessary. The clerk of such court shall receive the certified copies of any 
foreign order of protection and any supporting documents used to show the validity of such order and shall maintain such orders, along 

with any submitted documents. No costs, fees or taxes shall be charged by the clerks for this service. If an enforcement action is instituted 

in the court pursuant to any such order, the clerk shall file the order and shall otherwise treat the enforcement action as a case, except that 

all court costs, fees and litigation taxes shall be taxed by the judge at the adjudication of the enforcement action. It shall be a defense to 
any action taken for the enforcement of such order that the order is not valid as provided in subsection (b) or (d). No person shall present a 

foreign order of protection to a clerk that the person knows to no longer be in effect. A foreign order of protection shall continue in effect 

for the period of time specified in the order, and, if no time limitation is so specified, then the order shall continue in effect for a period of 

one (1) year from the date on which it is first presented to a Tennessee court pursuant to subsection (c); provided, that a continuation of 

any such order may be granted by the court subject to the requirements set forth in § 36-3-605. 
 

TEXAS 

 
Tex. Fam. Code 

§ 81.002 

 
 

 

 

Tex. Fam. Code § 81.002 

 

An applicant for a protective order or an attorney representing an applicant may not be assessed a fee, cost, charge, or expense by a 
district or county clerk of the court or a sheriff, constable, or other public official or employee in connection with the filing, serving, or 

entering of a protective order or for any other service described by this subsection, including: 

 

   (1) a fee to dismiss, modify, or withdraw a protective order; 
   (2) a fee for certifying copies; 
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Tex. Fam. Code 

§ 81.003 

   (3) a fee for comparing copies to originals; 

   (4) a court reporter fee; 
   (5) a judicial fund fee; 

   (6) a fee for any other service related to a protective order; or 

   (7) a fee to transfer a protective order. 

 
                                                                                              Tex. Fam. Code § 81.003  

 

(a) Except on a showing of good cause or of the indigence of a party found to have committed family violence, the court shall require in a 

protective order that the party against whom the order is rendered pay the $16 protective order fee, the standard fees charged by the clerk 
of the court in a general civil proceeding for the cost of serving the order, the costs of court, and all other fees, charges, or expenses 

incurred in connection with the protective order. 

 

(b) The court may order a party against whom an agreed protective order is rendered under Section 85.005 to pay the fees required in 
Subsection (a). 

 

UTAH 

 
Utah Code Ann. 

§ 78B-7-105 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Utah Code Ann. 

§ 78B-7-116 

Utah Code Ann. § 78B-7-105(4), (7) 

 

(4) A court clerk, constable, or law enforcement agency may not impose a charge for: 
(a) filing a petition under this chapter; 

(b) obtaining an ex parte civil protective order or ex parte civil stalking injunction; 

(c) obtaining copies, either certified or uncertified, necessary for service or delivery to law enforcement officials; or 

(d) fees for service of: 
(i) a petition under this chapter; 

(ii) an ex parte civil protective order; 

(iii) a civil protective order; 

(iv) an ex parte civil stalking injunction; or 
(v) a civil stalking injunction. 

*** 

(7) 

(a) 

(i) The court clerk shall provide, without charge, to the petitioner, one certified copy of a civil stalking injunction issued by the court and 
one certified copy of the proof of service of the civil stalking injunction on the respondent. 

(ii) A charge may be imposed by the court clerk’s office for any copies in addition to the copy described in Subsection (7)(a)(i), certified or 

uncertified. 

(b) An ex parte civil stalking injunction and civil stalking injunction shall include the following statement: 
“Attention: This is an official court order. If you disobey this order, the court may find you in contempt. You may also be arrested and 

prosecuted for the crime of stalking and any other crime you may have committed in disobeying this order.”. 

 

Utah Code Ann. § 78B-7-116 (2)(a) 
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(2)(a) A person entitled to protection under a foreign protection order may file the order in any district court by filing with the court a 

certified copy of the order. A filing fee may not be required. 
 

VERMONT 

 
Vt. Stat. Ann. tit. 15  

§ 1103 

 
Vt. Stat. Ann. tit. 12 

§ 5133 

15 V.S.A. § 1103(f) 

 

(f) No filing fee shall be required. 
 

12 V.S.A. § 5133(f) 

 

(f) No filing fee shall be required. 
 

VIRGIN ISLANDS 

 
5 V.I.C. § 585 

5 VIC § 585(f) 

 

(f) A fee may not be charged for the registration of a foreign protection order under this chapter. 
 

VIRGINIA 

 
Va. Code Ann.  

§ 16.1-253 

 

Va. Code Ann. 
§ 16.1-279.1 

 

 

 
 

Va. Code Ann. 

§ 17.1-272 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Va. Code Ann.  
§ 16.1-253.4 

Va. Code Ann. § 16.1-253(L) 

 

L. No fee shall be charged for filing or serving any petition or order pursuant to this section. 

 
Va. Code Ann. § 16.1-279.1(E), (J)  

 

E. The court may assess costs and attorneys’ fees against either party regardless of whether an order of protection has been issued as a 

result of a full hearing. 
*** 

J. No fee shall be charged for filing or serving any petition or order pursuant to this section. 

 

Va. Code Ann. § 17.1-272(A), (C) 
 

(A)(4) Service of any order of court not otherwise provided for, except that no fees shall be charged for protective orders issued pursuant to 

Chapter 11 (§ 16.1-226 et seq.) of Title 16.1. 

*** 

(C) The process and service fee for serving any papers returnable out of state shall be $75, except no fees shall be charged for the service of 
papers in connection with the prosecution of any misdemeanor or felony domestic violence offense, or in connection with the filing, 

issuance, registration, or service of a protective order or a petition for a protective order. A victim of domestic violence, stalking or sexual 

assault shall not bear the costs associated with the filing of criminal charges against the offender, and no victim shall bear the costs 

associated with the filing, issuance, registration, or service of a warrant, protective order, petition for a protective order, or witness 
subpoena, issued inside or outside the Commonwealth. 

 

Va. Code Ann.§ 16.1-253.4(K) 

 
K. No fee shall be charged for filing or serving any petition or order pursuant to this section. 
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Va. Code Ann.§ 19.2-152.8 (J) 
 

J. No fee shall be charged for filing or serving any petition or order pursuant to this section. 

 

 

WASHINGTON 

 
 

Wash. Rev. Code Ann. § 7.105.105 

 

 
Wash. Rev. Code Ann. 

§ 26.52.030 

 

Wash. Rev. Code Ann. 

§ 26.52.060 

 

Wash. Rev. Code Ann. § 7.105.105 

 

(9) 
(a) No fees for service of process may be charged by a court or any public agency to petitioners seeking relief under this chapter. Except as 

provided in (b) of this subsection, courts may not charge petitioners any fees or surcharges the payment of which is a condition precedent 

to the petitioner’s ability to secure access to relief under this chapter. Petitioners shall be provided the necessary number of certified 

copies, forms, and instructional brochures free of charge, including a copy of the service packet that consists of all documents that are 
being served on the respondent. A respondent who is served electronically with a protection order shall be provided a certified copy of the 

order free of charge upon request. 

(b) A filing fee may be charged for a petition for an antiharassment protection order except as follows: 

(i) No filing fee may be charged to a petitioner seeking an antiharassment protection order against a person who has engaged in acts of 

stalking as defined in RCW 9A.46.110, a hate crime under RCW 9A.36.080(1)(c), or a single act of violence or threat of violence under RCW 
7.105.010(36)(b), or from a person who has engaged in nonconsensual sexual conduct or penetration or conduct that would constitute a 

sex offense as defined in RCW 9A.44.128, or from a person who is a family or household member or intimate partner who has engaged in 

conduct that would constitute domestic violence; and 

(ii) The court shall waive the filing fee if the court determines the petitioner is not able to pay the costs of filing. 
(10) If the petition states that disclosure of the petitioner’s address or other identifying location information would risk harm to the 

petitioner or any member of the petitioner’s family or household, that address may be omitted from all documents filed with the court. If 

the petitioner has not disclosed an address under this subsection, the petitioner shall designate an alternative address or email address at 

which the respondent may serve the petitioner. 
(11) Subject to the availability of amounts appropriated for this specific purpose, or as provided through alternative sources including, but 

not limited to, grants, local funding, or pro bono means, if the court deems it necessary, the court may appoint a guardian ad litem for a 

petitioner or a respondent who is under 18 years of age and who is not represented by counsel. If a guardian ad litem is appointed by the 

court for either or both parties, neither the petitioner nor the respondent shall be required by the court to pay any costs associated with 

the appointment. 
(12) If a petitioner has requested an ex parte temporary protection order, because these are often emergent situations, the court shall 

prioritize review, either entering an order without a hearing or scheduling and holding an ex parte hearing in person, by telephone, by 

video, or by other electronic means on the day the petition is filed if possible. Otherwise, it must be heard no later than the following 

judicial day. The clerk shall ensure that the request for an ex parte temporary protection order is presented timely to a judicial officer, and 
signed orders will be returned promptly to the clerk for entry and to the petitioner as specified in this section. 

 

 

Wash. Rev. Code Ann. § 26.52.030(3) 
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(3) The court shall accept the filing of a foreign protection order without a fee or cost. 

 
Wash. Rev. Code Ann. § 26.52.060 

 

A public agency may not charge a fee for filing or preparation of certified, authenticated, or exemplified copies to a person entitled to 

protection who seeks relief under this chapter or to a foreign prosecutor or a foreign law enforcement agency seeking to enforce a 
protection order entered by a Washington court. A person entitled to protection and foreign prosecutors or law enforcement agencies 

must be provided the necessary number of certified, authenticated, or exemplified copies at no cost. 

 

WEST VIRGINIA 

 
W. Va. Code 
§ 48-27-308 

 

W. Va. Code § 48-27-308 
 

No fees shall be charged for the filing of petitions or other papers, service of petitions or orders, copies of orders, or other costs for services 

provided by, or associated with, any proceedings under this article until the matter is brought before the court for final resolution. 

WISCONSIN 

 
Wis. Stat. Ann. § 814.61 

Wis. Stat. § 814.61(d) – (e) 

 

(d) No fee charged under this subsection in any action commenced under s. 813.12, 813.122, or 813.123 may be collected from a petitioner 
under s. 813.12, 813.122, or 813.123. The fee charged under this subsection for petitions filed and granted under s. 813.12, 813.122, or 

813.123 shall be collected from the respondent under s. 813.12, 813.122, or 813.123 if he or she is convicted of violating a temporary 

restraining order or injunction issued under s. 813.12 (3) or (4), 813.122 (4) or (5), or 813.123 (4) or (5). 

(e) No fee charged under this subsection in any action commenced under s. 813.125 may be collected from a petitioner under s. 813.125 if 
the petition alleges conduct that is the same as or similar to conduct that is prohibited by s. 940.32 or that is listed in s. 813.12 (1) (am) 1. to 

6. If no fee is collected under this paragraph, the fee charged under this subsection for petitions filed and granted under s. 813.125 shall be 

collected from the respondent under s. 813.125 if he or she is convicted of violating a temporary restraining order or injunction issued 

under s. 813.125 (3) or (4). 

WYOMING 

 
Wyo. Stat. Ann.  

§ 35-21-103 

 

 

 
 

 

Wyo. Stat. Ann. 

§ 35-21-111 
 

Wyo. Stat. Ann. 

§ 7-3-507 

Wyo. Stat. Ann. § 35-21-103(d),(h) 

 

(d) No filing fee or other court costs or fees shall be assessed or charged to a petitioner seeking an order of protection under this act. 

*** 

(h) The court may require the respondent to pay costs and fees incurred in bringing an action pursuant to this act including reasonable 
attorney's fees whether the attorney is court appointed or retained by petitioner. 

 

Wyo. Stat. Ann. § 35-21-111(b) 

 
 (b) Filing shall be without fee or cost. 

 

Wyo. Stat. Ann. § 7-3-507 (c), (d) 

 
(c) No filing fee shall be charged for the filing of a petition under this section nor shall a fee be charged for service of process. 

(d) The attorney general shall promulgate a standard petition form which may be used by petitioners. The clerk of the circuit or district 

court shall make standard petition forms available to petitioners, with instructions for completion, without charge. If the petition is not 
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filed by the district attorney, the court may appoint an attorney to represent an indigent petitioner. Nothing in this subsection shall 

prevent the victim from hiring an attorney or filing a petition pro se. 

 
 


